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Foster's Opening Address. 533 Eloquent voices, inspired by the emotions which occasions like these are calculated to produce, might, from the fire of their own souls, enkindle in yours, that spirit of emulation, of zeal, of united and persevering effort, "in every good word and work," tending to increase and magnify the honor and usefulness of this body. There is no longer the evil spirit of contending faction, led on by the black demon amalgam, to throw the fire-brands of discord and disunion into our ranks, but there may be, gentlemen, questions, points of order, other issues at stake, in your future deliberations, as there have been in the past, that will require all that discrimination, which, as thinking, reflecting, enlightened men, you can bring to aid you in the performance of your public professional duty, and in maintaining the high position for this society,which it was expected and designed to occupy.
It would be vain to arrogate to ourselves entire immunity from error?"to err is human," and from incidental causes, the action of association, as well as of the individual, may be affected in drawing conclusions from unfair or mistaken inferences, and though the verdict may be rendered in strict accordance with the evidence presented for our judgment, through a distorted view of facts, we may err in that judgment.
While, therefore, we are inclined to lean to the side of mercy, and are, perhaps, prone to exhibit leniency, when individual character and professional reputation are to be considered ; let us be cautious to do no injustice to ourselves, and thus leave the profession and the community without those safeguards, which it was one object of this association to provide.
On the other hand let us be equally careful, in deciding weighty questions, that while we are firmly resolved to make no sacrifice of the eternal principles of "truth and justice;" but "to mete to every man his measure," that in relation to all matters involving uncertainty and doubt, and in which the evidence is not full, entire and satisfactory, the scale shall preponderate on the side of mercy.
Mr It is customary when an application is made for our services, to record the name of the applicant, and if one claiming to be a member of the profession, enters the office of an eminent dentist with a friend, who is to be the patient, and watches the manner and method of conducting an operation, or becomes himself the patient, without disclosing his name and occupation, the mildest appellation that could be applied to him, would be a "spy." I do not believe that a dentist of good standing, who had just claims to be considered within the pale of the profession, should enter the door of any of "those liberal minded men," [July, is a large class of grumblers and wishers who spend their time in longing to be higher than they are, while they should be employed in advancing themselves. These bitterly moralize upon the injustice of society. Do 
